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Drywall joint compound 
contained aabeatoa._ 


Aabeatoa waa incorporated 
into rigid fiborboard. 


Anyone who frequented a 
building aite, auch aa 
delivery drivera, may also 
have been exposed to 
aabeatoa dual. 


CORRECTION PAGE FOLLOWS 


The pervasiveness of asbestos 


At the construction site of a building in the 1960s. 
asbestos surrounded the workers. Valued for its fire 
resistance, the material was used in a myriad of 
applications, from steam pipe insulation to decorative 
sprayed-on textures. Shown here are a few ways in which 
asbestos dust was created, and some of the people who 
could have been affected by it. 


Plumber* or •metrician* 
would chip away 
•prayad-on aabaatoa 
inaulation to inatall pipaa 
or run wira*. 


Carpantara and other 
worker* who did not work 
directly with aabaatoa war* 
likely axpoaad to the duet 
created by thoaa who did. 


THIS STORY HAS AN ERROR 


A rush for judgment 

A new law finally grants victims of five toxic substances 
a day in court — but might clog N.Y.’s judicial system 


By Steve Orr 

Democrat and Chronicle 

S eeking retribution for decades of perceived sins in the 
workplace, the marketplace and the environment, a host 
of New Yorkers — including hundreds in Rochester — 
are likely to take their grievances to court in coming months. 

A long-awaited change in state law has given an unprecedent¬ 
ed opportunity to citizens who have been disabled or harmed — 
and the survivors of those who have been killed — by exposure 
to five toxic substances. 

The law will allow those people to seek monetary damages 
from the manufacturers of the products that caused the harm. 

Most prominent among the substances are asbestos and the 
drug DES, or diethylstilbestrol. 

Officials say the majority of the lawsuits will focus on asbes¬ 
tos, the widely used mineral fiber that has been found to cause 
cancer and debilitating respiratory problems whose symptoms 
usually do not manifest themselves until decades after first ex¬ 
posure. 

An immense legal battle over asbestos, a once-common insula¬ 
tor and manufacturing additive, has raged for a decade in other 
states, where more literal laws permitted exposed workers and 


their lawyers to file some 40,000 lawsuits against asbestos manu¬ 
facturers. 

Asbestos researchers have predicted that tens or even hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Americans will die as a result of past 
exposure to asbestos. 

The lawyers of asbestos victims have based their liability 
claims on documents that indicate some manufacturers, led by 
industry giant Manville Corp., knew of the dangers decades ago 
but actively suppressed evidence of asbestos' devastating effects 
on human health. 

“By the time it was disclosed, the damage was done," said 
William R. Urquhart, business manager of Heat and Frost Insu¬ 
lators and Asbestos Workers Union Local ‘26 in Rochester. 

Urquhart, who is on disability because of respiratory problems 
related to asbestos exposure, said he is among about 40 uhsestos 
workers’ union members or survivors so far who have hired 
lawyers to file suit here. 

"The terrible part of the whole thing is it destroys your men¬ 
tal well-being," said Urquhart, who said his father died of an 
asbestos-related lung problem and his two brothers also suf¬ 
fer from exposure to the fiber. 

TURN TO PAGE 10A 






















CORRECTION 

William R. Urquhart, an Asbestos 
Workers union official who was quoted 
in a story in the Sunday Democrat and 
Chronicle about asbestos litigation, is 
not on disability. Although Urquhart 
said his health has suffered from expo¬ 
sure to asbestos, he is not receiving any 
disability payments. 
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C0BBECTI0H 

William R. Urquhart, an Asbestos 
Workers union official who was quoted 
in a story in the Sunday Democrat and 
Chronicle about asbestos litigation, is 
not on disability. Although Urquhart 
said his health has suffered from expo¬ 
sure to asbestos, he is not receiving any 
disability payments. 
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